
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H4067 March 30, 2009 
MEDIA IGNORE SUPPORT FOR 
IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, a Rasmussen poll found that 67 per-
cent of likely voters support worksite 
enforcement actions to identify and de-
port illegal workers. That included a 
majority of Republicans, Democrats, 
and Independents. 

The poll results are no surprise. En-
forcement protects jobs for citizens and 
legal immigrants alike. Also, a long- 
term study released last week by the 
Center for Immigration Studies found 
that wages increased for legal workers 
after a worksite enforcement operation 
at a large meatpacker. 

But you are unlikely to hear about 
studies and polls like these from the 
national media because of their left- 
wing slant on immigration issues. In 
fact, not a single major daily news-
paper or a single network news pro-
gram covered either the poll or the 
study. 

Americans need the media to report 
the facts, not ignore the news. 

f 

H.R. 745, PANCREATIC CANCER 
RESEARCH AND EDUCATION BILL 

(Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to 
address the House for 1 minute and to 
revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
speak about H.R. 745, the Pancreatic 
Cancer Research and Education bill, 
which I introduced together with my 
colleague, ANNA ESHOO. 

I just came from a meeting of the 
Pancreatic Cancer Network, and they 
are going to be lobbying on the Hill for 
additional funding for pancreatic can-
cer research, which is exactly what 
this bill does. 

Many in this chamber and many in 
my district know that my husband 
passed away from pancreatic cancer 
last August 19. This is a very, very spe-
cial bill to me, because we will have 
the kind of funding so that there can 
be an early warning detection system 
for those who may have pancreatic 
cancer. Catching pancreatic cancer in 
the early stages is absolutely nec-
essary. So, again, that bill is H.R. 745. 

I was a little disillusioned to hear 
one of the people who was at this event 
today tell me that when they went to 
their Member of Congress, their Mem-
ber of Congress said, ‘‘Well, I am sorry, 
but you are a special interest group.’’ 
Yes, they are a special interest group. 
They lost a loved one to pancreatic 
cancer. 

I urge my colleagues to please listen 
to the family members of those who 
have lost loved ones to pancreatic can-
cer. 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO 
BOARD OF VISITORS TO UNITED 
STATES MERCHANT MARINE 
ACADEMY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 46 U.S.C. 51312(b), and the order 
of the House of January 6, 2009, the 
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment of the following Members of 
the House to the Board of Visitors to 
the United States Merchant Marine 
Academy: 

Mrs. MCCARTHY, New York 
Mr. KING, New York 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following 
enrolled bill was signed by the Speaker 
on Thursday, March 26, 2009: 

H.R. 146, to designate certain land as 
components of the National Wilderness 
Preservation System, to authorize cer-
tain programs and activities in the De-
partment of the Interior and the De-
partment of Agriculture, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, March 30, 2009. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, The Capitol, House of Representa-

tives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 

permission granted in Clause 2(h) of rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
March 30, 2009, at 9:38 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed with amendments 
H.R. 1388. 

Appointments: 
Senate National Security Working Group. 
National Council of the Arts. 
With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
LORRAINE C. MILLER, 

Clerk of the House. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today. 

f 

HOMELESS VETERANS RE-
INTEGRATION PROGRAM REAU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2009 

Mrs. HALVORSON. Madam Speaker, 
I move to suspend the rules and pass 

the bill (H.R. 1171) to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to reauthorize the 
Homeless Veterans Reintegration Pro-
gram for fiscal years 2010 through 2014, 
as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1171 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Homeless 
Veterans Reintegration Program Reauthor-
ization Act of 2009’’. 
SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 

FOR HOMELESS VETERANS RE-
INTEGRATION PROGRAM. 

Section 2021(e)(1)(F) of title 38, United 
States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘2009’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2014’’. 
SEC. 3. HOMELESS WOMEN VETERANS AND HOME-

LESS VETERANS WITH CHILDREN RE-
INTEGRATION GRANT PROGRAM. 

(a) GRANT PROGRAM.—Chapter 20 of title 38, 
United States Code, is amended by inserting 
after section 2021 the following new section: 
‘‘§ 2021A. Homeless women veterans and home-

less veterans with children reintegration 
grant program 
‘‘(a) GRANTS.—Subject to the availability of 

appropriations provided for such purpose, the 
Secretary of Labor shall make grants to program 
and facilities that the Secretary determines pro-
vide dedicated services for homeless women vet-
erans and homeless veterans with children. 

‘‘(b) USE OF FUNDS.—Grants under this sec-
tion shall be used to provide job training, coun-
seling, placement services (including job readi-
ness and literacy and skills training) and child 
care services to expedite the reintegration of 
homeless women veterans and homeless veterans 
with children into the labor force. 

‘‘(c) REQUIREMENT TO MONITOR EXPENDI-
TURES OF FUNDS.—(1) The Secretary of Labor 
shall collect such information as that Secretary 
considers appropriate to monitor and evaluate 
the distribution and expenditure of funds appro-
priated to carry out this section. The informa-
tion shall include data with respect to the re-
sults or outcomes of the services provided to 
each homeless veteran under this section. 

‘‘(2) Information under paragraph (1) shall be 
furnished in such form and manner as the Sec-
retary of Labor may specify. 

‘‘(d) ADMINISTRATION THROUGH THE ASSIST-
ANT SECRETARY OF LABOR FOR VETERANS’ EM-
PLOYMENT AND TRAINING.—The Secretary of 
Labor shall carry out this section through the 
Assistant Secretary of Labor for Veterans’ Em-
ployment and Training. 

‘‘(e) BIENNIAL REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The 
Secretary of Labor shall include as part of the 
report required under section 2021(d) of this title 
an evaluation of the grant program under this 
section, which shall include an evaluation of 
services furnished to veterans under this section 
and an analysis of the information collected 
under subsection (c). 

‘‘(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—(1) 
In addition to any amount authorized to be ap-
propriated to carry out section 2021 of this title, 
there is authorized to be appropriated to carry 
out this section $10,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2010 through 2014. 

‘‘(2) Funds appropriated to carry out this sec-
tion shall remain available until expended. 
Funds obligated in any fiscal year to carry out 
this section may be expended in that fiscal year 
and the succeeding fiscal year.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter is amend-
ed by inserting after the item relating to section 
2021 the following new item: 
‘‘2021A. Homeless women veterans and homeless 

veterans with children reintegra-
tion grant program.’’. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Illinois (Mrs. HALVORSON) and the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. ROE) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Illinois. 

Mrs. HALVORSON. Madam Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I would like to thank my distin-
guished colleague, Congressman JOHN 
BOOZMAN of Arkansas, for crafting H.R. 
1171, the Homeless Veterans Reintegra-
tion Program Reauthorization Act of 
2009, to help our Nation’s veterans 
overcome the barriers of homelessness. 
I would also like to thank Chairman 
BOB FILNER and the Subcommittee on 
Economic Opportunity Chairwoman 
STEPHANIE HERSETH SANDLIN of South 
Dakota for the strong bipartisan lead-
ership she demonstrated in working on 
this legislation. 

H.R. 1171, as amended, would aug-
ment current Federal programs by re-
authorization of the Labor Depart-
ment’s Homeless Veterans Reintegra-
tion Program through fiscal year 2014. 

Specifically, this program would al-
locate grants for State and local work-
force investment boards, local public 
agencies, nonprofit and community or-
ganizations to provide employment as-
sistance and supportive services, such 
as transportation assistance in finding 
housing and referral for mental health 
treatment or substance abuse coun-
seling. 

Furthermore, this legislation would 
authorize $10 million for fiscal years 
2010 through 2014 to expand the Home-
less Veterans Reintegration Program 
to address the unique needs of home-
less women veterans and veterans with 
children. 

While the exact number of homeless 
veterans is unknown, the VA estimates 
that approximately 154,000 veterans 
were homeless across the country dur-
ing the last week of January 2007. 
These homeless veterans will benefit 
from organizations like the Volunteers 
of America in Illinois, Medical Profes-
sionals for Home Health Care, and the 
Inner Voice, Incorporated, which cur-
rently participate in the homeless vet-
erans reintegration program in my 
State of Illinois. 

Providing these organizations the re-
sources to improve preventive meas-
ures and address the unique health and 
mental illness needs of veterans will 
help ensure our homeless veterans suc-
ceed in life after their service to our 
country. I urge all of my colleagues to 
join me in reaffirming our Nation’s 
commitment to care for our service-
members, veterans, and their depend-
ents by supporting H.R. 1171. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

I rise today in support of H.R. 1171, as 
amended, the Homeless Veterans Re-
integration Program Reauthorization 

Act of 2009. This bill would extend the 
Homeless Veteran Reintegration Pro-
gram, HVRP, through fiscal year 2014. 
This bill was introduced by Ranking 
Member Dr. JOHN BOOZMAN and the 
Subcommittee on Economic Oppor-
tunity, and I am proud to join him as 
an original cosponsor. 

I would also like to thank Chair-
woman HERSETH SANDLIN of the Sub-
committee on Economic Opportunity 
and Chairman FILNER and Ranking 
Member BUYER of the full Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs for moving this 
important measure with our first group 
of authorizing bills. 

At the proper time, I will yield to 
Ranking Member BOOZMAN to describe 
his bill. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mrs. HALVORSON. I continue to re-

serve the balance of my time. 
Mr. ROE of Tennessee. I yield 3 min-

utes to the gentleman from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN). 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
want to first thank the chair of the 
Economic Opportunity Subcommittee, 
HERSETH SANDLIN, and the committee 
chairman, Mr. FILNER, for bringing 
forth H.R. 1171, as amended, to the 
House. I am also grateful to Ranking 
Member BUYER for being an original 
cosponsor. 

Today, VA estimates that 154,000 vet-
erans are homeless, down from 250,000 
just a few years ago. While the VA data 
shows that we are making progress in 
reducing the number of homeless vet-
erans, there is still a need to get our 
veterans off the streets and into jobs. 

b 1415 

That is why we need to continue the 
Homeless Veterans Reintegration Pro-
gram, known as HVRP, administered 
by the Department of Labor’s Veterans 
Employment and Training Service, or 
VETS. Madam Speaker, HVRP is being 
cited by GAO as an example of a suc-
cessful program designed to put home-
less veterans back to work. It is a rel-
atively inexpensive program, author-
ized at $50 million per year and funded 
last year at about $26 million. 

The goal of HVRP is to put homeless 
veterans back to work. The latest data 
shows that in fiscal year 2007, HVRP 
providers served 13,446 homeless vet-
erans and put 9,061 back to work for a 
placement rate of 67 percent. The aver-
age wage was $13 per hour with a cost 
per placement of about $2,407. If you 
figure a wage of $26,000 per year, a vet-
eran in the 15 percent tax bracket 
would pay about $3,900 in Federal in-
come taxes alone. That is a bargain for 
taxpayers who have gained another 
contributor to society. 

To be successful in returning vet-
erans to full members of society, it is 
vital that homeless veterans programs 
offer more than just shelter and meals. 
Services such as substance abuse treat-
ment and mental health services are 
needed to lay the foundation for a re-
turn to work whenever possible. It is 
the ability to make one’s way in the 

world, to contribute rather than just 
take, that gives us a sense of self-worth 
and pride. 

I am also pleased that the Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee voted unanimously 
to amend H.R. 1171, as amended, by 
adding the provisions of Ranking Mem-
ber BUYER’s H.R. 293, a bill that would 
create a separate program to employ 
homeless women veterans and veterans 
with children. Unfortunately, the 
homeless veteran population is seeing 
an increase in these two groups, and it 
is time to incentivize homeless pro-
viders to meet the needs of women vet-
erans and veterans with children. 

Clearly, HVRP has played an impor-
tant role in reducing homelessness 
among veterans, and that is why it is 
important to extend the program, 
which would otherwise expire next Sep-
tember. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. I yield the 
gentleman as much time as he may 
consume. 

Mr. BOOZMAN. H.R. 1171, as amend-
ed, would continue the program 
through 2014. As always, I appreciate 
the hard work of our staffs, both on the 
Republican and Democratic side, in re-
gard to this legislation. 

Madam Speaker, I would urge each of 
my colleagues to support H.R. 1171, as 
amended. 

Mrs. HALVORSON. Madam Speaker, 
I continue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself as much time 
as I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, H.R. 1171, as amend-
ed, includes an amendment offered by 
Ranking Member BUYER during our full 
committee markup session on March 
25, 2009. This amendment is similar to 
language in H.R. 293, the Homeless 
Women Veterans and Homeless Vet-
erans With Children Act of 2009, or 
what is also referred to as HVRP-W. 

Mr. BUYER’s amendment adds the 
provisions of H.R. 293 to H.R. 1171, as 
amended, to create a new grant pro-
gram that complements the current 
HVRP program with a focus on home-
less women veterans and homeless vet-
erans with children. 

As amended, H.R. 1171 authorizes a 
separate appropriation of $10 million to 
fund grants to community organiza-
tions that provide service to homeless 
women veterans and homeless veterans 
with children. Today, VA estimates 
there are about 154,000 veterans count-
ed among the homeless, and this is in-
deed a tragedy. As many of you may be 
aware, women now comprise a larger 
percentage of our military, and in addi-
tion to sexual trauma, women are in-
creasingly exposed to the same 
stressors and dangers as men, and we 
are now seeing more women in need of 
homeless services, including the train-
ing and employment services offered 
through HVRP. 

This legislation is critically impor-
tant to our Nation’s veterans, and ex-
panding the program to include addi-
tional grant services for homeless 
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women veterans and veterans with de-
pendent children continues our man-
date to care for those who fought so 
bravely for many freedoms which we, 
as a Nation, enjoy. 

Madam Speaker, despite the headway 
this country has made in reducing the 
number of homeless veterans, we have 
much further to go in order to end 
homelessness among our Nation’s he-
roes. I believe H.R. 1171, as amended, 
will go a long way towards this goal. 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
bill. 

Having no further requests at this 
time, I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. HALVORSON. Madam Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H.R. 1171, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BUYER. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 

support of H.R. 1171, as amended, the Home-
less Veterans Reintegration Program Reau-
thorization Act of 2009. Ranking Member JOHN 
BOOZMAN of the Subcommittee on Economic 
Opportunity introduced this bill to extend the 
Homeless Veteran Reintegration Program 
(HVRP) through fiscal year 2014, and I am 
proud to join him as an original cosponsor. 

I would also like to thank Chairwoman 
HERSETH SANDLIN of the Subcommittee on 
Economic Opportunity and Chairman FILNER 
of the Full Committee on Veterans’ Affairs for 
moving this important measure with our first 
group of authorizing bills. 

Madam Speaker, I am also proud that H.R. 
1171, as amended, also includes an amend-
ment that I offered in the full committee mark-
up. My amendment is similar to H.R. 293, The 
Homeless Women Veterans and Veterans with 
Children Act of 2009, or what I refer to as 
HVRP–W. 

H.R. 293 was one of several bills I sug-
gested that House Leadership include in the 
original stimulus package and is part of what 
I call the Noble Warrior Initiative which has re-
ceived widespread support from the VSO 
community. My amendment adds the provi-
sions of H.R. 293 to H.R. 1171, as amended, 
to create a new grant program that com-
plements the current HVRP program with a 
focus on homeless women veterans and 
homeless veterans with children. 

As amended, H.R. 1171 authorizes a sepa-
rate appropriation of $10 million to fund grants 
to community organizations that provide serv-
ices to homeless women veterans and home-
less veterans with children. 

Today, VA estimates there are about 
154,000 veterans counted among the home-
less. With women comprising a larger percent-
age of our military, in addition to sexual trau-
ma, women are increasingly exposed to the 
same stressors and dangers as the men and 
we are now seeing more women in need of 
homeless services including the training and 
employment services offered through HVRP. 

Therefore, I believe we need to add the 
focus of the HVRP-W to make sure that job 
skill services are being provided to homeless 

women veterans and veterans with children. 
These two groups have separate and unique 
needs and wants from those of what we think 
of as the traditional homeless veteran popu-
lation. 

Here are a few facts from VA regarding 
homeless women veterans and homeless vet-
erans with children: 

VA’s March 2007 Northeast Program Eval-
uation Center (NEPEC) contacted 38,667 
homeless veterans. About 4 percent were 
women. 

In 2008 VA and communities held 157 
Stand Downs and aided 2,347 homeless 
women veterans and 1,327 children. 

Last year VA’s community based Homeless 
Grant and Per Diem program served 19,345 
veterans including 1,277 women veterans. 

VA’s Domiciliary Care for Homeless Vet-
erans treated 5,905 veterans including 242 fe-
male veterans. 

The HUD-VASH housing voucher program 
for homeless veterans referred 8,000 veterans 
of whom 880 were women. 1040 veterans 
(male and female) housed through HUD- 
VASH had dependent children. 

Madam Speaker as you may know, despite 
the headway in reducing the number of home-
less veterans, there is still much more work 
ahead of us to end homelessness among our 
nation’s heroes. I believe H.R. 1171, as 
amended, will go a long way towards this goal 
and I urge my colleagues to support the bill. 

Mrs. HALVORSON. Madam Speaker, 
I urge my colleagues to unanimously 
support H.R. 1171, as amended. 

I have no further requests for time, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Illinois (Mrs. 
HALVORSON) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1171, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: 
‘‘A bill to amend title 38, United States 
Code, to reauthorize the Homeless Vet-
erans Reintegration Program for fiscal 
years 2010 through 2014, and for other 
purposes.’’ 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

EXPANDING VETERAN ELIGI-
BILITY FOR REIMBURSEMENT IN 
NON-VA FACILITIES 

Mrs. HALVORSON. Madam Speaker, 
I move to suspend the rules and pass 
the bill (H.R. 1377) to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to expand veteran 
eligibility for reimbursement by the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs for emer-
gency treatment furnished in a non-De-
partment facility, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1377 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. EXPANSION OF VETERAN ELIGIBILITY 
FOR REIMBURSEMENT BY SEC-
RETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS FOR 
EMERGENCY TREATMENT FUR-
NISHED IN A NON-DEPARTMENT FA-
CILITY. 

(a) EXPANSION OF ELIGIBILITY.—Section 1725 
of title 38, United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(3)(C), by striking ‘‘or in 
part’’; and 

(2) in subsection (f)(2), by striking subpara-
graph (E). 

(b) LIMITATIONS ON REIMBURSEMENT.—Sub-
section (c) of such section is amended by adding 
at the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(4)(A) If the veteran has contractual or legal 
recourse against a third party that would only, 
in part, extinguish the veteran’s liability to the 
provider of the emergency treatment, and pay-
ment for the treatment may be made both under 
subsection (a) and by the third party, the 
amount payable for such treatment under such 
subsection shall be the amount by which the 
costs for the emergency treatment exceed the 
amount payable or paid by the third party, ex-
cept that the amount payable may not exceed 
the maximum amount payable established under 
paragraph (1)(A). 

‘‘(B) In any case in which a third party is fi-
nancially responsible for part of the veteran’s 
emergency treatment expenses, the Secretary 
shall be the secondary payer. 

‘‘(C) A payment in the amount payable under 
subparagraph (A) shall be considered payment 
in full and shall extinguish the veteran’s liabil-
ity to the provider. 

‘‘(D) The Secretary may not reimburse a vet-
eran under this section for any copayment or 
similar payment that the veteran owes the third 
party or for which the veteran is responsible 
under a health-plan contract.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

subsections (a) and (b) shall take effect on the 
date of the enactment of this Act, and shall 
apply with respect to emergency treatment fur-
nished on or after the date of the enactment of 
this Act. 

(2) REIMBURSEMENT FOR TREATMENT PROVIDED 
BEFORE EFFECTIVE DATE.—The Secretary may 
provide reimbursement under section 1725 of title 
38, United States Code, as amended by sub-
sections (a) and (b), for emergency treatment 
furnished to a veteran before the date of the en-
actment of this Act, if the Secretary determines 
that, under the circumstances applicable with 
respect to the veteran, it is appropriate to do so. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Illinois (Mrs. HALVORSON) and the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. ROE) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Illinois. 

Mrs. HALVORSON. Madam Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise in strong support of H.R. 1377, 
as amended, which would expand vet-
eran eligibility for reimbursement by 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs for 
emergency treatment furnished in a 
nondepartment facility. This legisla-
tion would assist veterans who get hurt 
while they are off duty and require 
emergency care in a non-VA medical 
facility. 

These veterans do not currently re-
ceive any reimbursement from the VA 
if they have third-party insurance that 
pays either full or a portion of the 
emergency care. This creates an in-
equity that penalizes veterans with in-
surance, including auto insurance, 
which is oftentimes mandated by law. 
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